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and the third stone just missed the eye itself." Mir Alam and his
associates gave him more blows and kicks, some of which were ward-
ed off by Essop Mian and Thambi Naidu.
The noise attracted some whites to the scene. Mir Alam and his
companions fled but were caught by the Europeans and handed over
to the police. Gandhi was picked up and carried into a European's
private office. When he regained consciousness, Rev. Joseph Doke
took Gandhi to his house in a carriage and a doctor was called in.
Meanwhile Gandhi asked the registration officer to bring the papers
and allow him to register at once. The officer requested him to take
rest but Gandhi replied : "I am pledged to take out the first certificate
if I am alive and if it is acceptable to God. It is, therefore, I insist
upon the papers being brought here and now."
The papers being brought in, Gandhi gave the ten fingerprints and
then the simultaneous impressions of the four fingers of each hand
from the sick-bed. The sight brought tears to the eyes of the official.
Dr. Thwaites, who attended on Gandhi, stitched the wounds in
the cheek and the upper lip. He prescribed some medicine to be
applied to the ribs and enjoined silence upon him so long as the
stitches were not removed. The doctor advised Gandhi to take com-
plete rest for a week or so and not to undertake any physical strain
for two months.
From the sick-bed the first thing Gandhi did was to wire to the
Attorney General that he did not hold Mir Alam and others guilty
for the assault committed on him, and to request that they should be
released. In a short message to the community, he said: "I hope to
take up my duty shortly. Those who have committed the act did not
know what they were doing. They thought that what I was doing was
wrong. They have had their redress in the only manner they knew. I
request, therefore, that no steps to be taken against them. Seeing that
the assault was committed by a Musalman, or Musalmans, the
Hindus might probably feel hurt. Rather let the blood spilt today
cement the two communities indissolubly. Assault or no assault, my
advice remains the same. The large majority of Asiatics ought to give
fingerprints. The promise of repeal of the act against voluntary
registration having been given, it is the sacred duty of every good
Indian to help the Government and the colony to the uttermost.3*
Gandhi's prayer not to prosecute Mir Alam was not granted. The
Europeans insisted that the Pathans who assaulted Gandhi should be